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Current Membership -169
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President – David Graves
214 738-5231 term expires 12/13
Vice Pres – Greg Hedum
972 539-9886 term expires 12/14
Treasurer – Tom Walker
972 986-0849 term expires 12/14
Secretary – Larry Epperson
214 546-4464 term expires 12/13
Board Member – Marvin Cowden
972 262-5632 term expires 12/14
Board Member - Alan Strong
972 624-8836 term expires 12/13
Board Member – John Rogers
972 642-1742 term expires 12/14
Appointed Positions
WRENCHES Rep – Don Andre
817 481-3468

WRENCHES Rep – Bill Preston
972 691-4968

Tech Advisor - Larry Rollow

We will be in the shadows of
downtown Ft Worth this Saturday
evening for a nostalgic trip to the drive
in movies. The new Coyote Drive In
is the place to be this Saturday if you
have a Tri Five Chevy as we will meet
up at the drive in at about 7:15 where
our event coordinator Greg Hedum
will get us parked together for a
evening at the movies under the stars!
A little cooler evenings should make
the event pleasant so bring that
Chevy, lawn chairs and a portable
radio! The Coyote has a great dinner
menu so plan to eat there. Check
them out online (links to their website
and maps to the theatre in your email
this week!) We will decide late in the
week which of the three screens we
will be attending so understand
flexibility goes a long way! Besides it
all about getting together with our
cars! Need info? Call Greg at 972
539-9886. SEE YOU SATURDAY!

223 NE 4th St Fort Worth, TX
(817) 717-7767

972 960-1408

Membership Chairman
Joe Ortega
972 642-5171

Ladies Group Chairwoman
Vickie Penney
214 629 2043

Membership Information
Dues are $25 per year,
payable to
Dallas Area Classic Chevys,
mail to the club PO Box.
To determine your renewal date,
check your mailing label, the top
right corner is the month/yr your
membership expires.
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Next Month
Friday & Saturday – October 25-26
th

Annual Classic Chevy Fall
Foliage Tour

Beavers Bend Resort Park – Broken Bow, Okla

Hosted by DACC this year!
Events include Fri Night dinner, Saturday Cruise and
Sat Night Dinner – no car show!
info on the club website under the ‘Calendar’ link or –
Diane Preston (405) 615-3856 or email her at
cdiane1957@aol.com
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Trials of Restoration
A Basket Case to a Beauty
By Sue Taylor
If the whole story were told about the restoration of
this ‘55 Chevy Bel Air Hardtop, it would fill a book.
My husband, Ken Taylor, and I started out looking
for a 1963 Impala Super Sport because that was the
car we had when we married in May, 1966. When
one day on his way home from work in Rockwall
driving the back roads Ken spotted a ‘63 Impala but
it was in no condition for restoring. But, there sat the
‘55 Chevy of his dreams. It, too, was a basket case
with just the body and frame with four old tires. It
was in December, 2002 when he pulled in with this
“beauty” loaded on his trailer. Then for about three
years it was a yard decoration before restoration
finally began. During those three years Ken drug me
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to car shows all over Texas to pick out a color for the
paint, since he is color blind and has trouble seeing
the true colors.
Finally, in August of 2005 work began in Flower
Mound with Larry Bradford and Monte Willoughby
doing a complete off-frame restoration. The work
began with sandblasting. Then the frame was readied
for the paint which was Par 15, body work was
completed with new floor pan and quarter panels, lots
of sanding and smoothing for the primer coat.
Everything seemed to be moving right along when
Larry sold his home and shop in Flower Mound and
moved to a small town called Yantis—no shop on his
new place. So, another waiting period while he built a
new shop which took nearly two years, which meant
no work was done during that time. There sat a
primered car in our barn for that period of time while
we were thinking it was ready for the paint to go on.
By this time I had begun to think we had an albatross
continued on page 4
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DACC ‘Other Car’ Feature
Non ’55-’57 Chevys that our members have

Michael & Sandra Brown
Arlington, TX

1964 Chevrolet SS Impala
Iʼm like most of you.
I think General Motors and Chevrolet got it
right in 1955. And just to prove they hadnʼt
produced a ʻone hit wonderʼ, they did it
again the next year. Then, building on a two
year success, they went for broke in 1957
and gave the world a pair of fins that would
ultimately define the 1950s as no other
automobile ever has.
Thatʼs why we formed clubs, activities and
friendships around cars from a unique time
in our lives. The Tri-Fives. They were the
cars of our youth, and for many of us, they
remain the cars of our more...mature years.
And, if youʼre like me, the first time you got
your hands on a Tri-Five, you were crazy
about it. Eventually though, it was all about
trading up. Thatʼs how I came to be the
owner of a ʼ64 Chevy Impala SS in the
summer of 1967. I traded up to it from my
ʼ57 Chevy.
That was a big summer for me. I had a
great looking Chevy Impala SS and a new
job as a performer in the Southern Palace
show at Six Flags. And to top it all off, I met
a beautiful young Ft. Worth girl who was
also in the show. Iʼd like to think she loved
me almost from the start. I know I loved her
from the start.
But she hated my ʼ64 Chevy.
It had a 4-speed transmission. Sandra
didnʼt know how to drive a standard shift
and had virtually no interest in learning. So,
when we got married the next year, the car
had to be sacrificed for another Chevy with

an automatic transmission. (I must have
gotten over it...weʼre still married 45 years
later!)
But I hadnʼt totally gotten over parting
ways with the Impala. So, a few months
ago, I found another. I looked for a long
time. I had something specific in mind. I
wanted a black/black ʼ64 Impala SS
409/425. Production of the SS 409 peaked
in 1963 with more than 16,000 units. By
the next year, that number fell by half. So,
there are fewer ʻ64s still around.
The one I found and now own is called (by
me, at least) ʻMuscle in a Tuxʼ. I think it
looks like a luxury car that a banker might
have driven to take his wife to dinner back
in 1964. But it dramatically cut the time
between stop lights. With 425 horses and
ordered as a radio delete car with a 4:56
rear end, the original owner obviously had
plans for it...at the drag strip.
Alas, its racing days are over. Sure, I drive
it. But only on pretty days. And the time
between stop lights? Not really that
important now.
Do I still love my Tri-Fives? Of course!
Theyʼre timeless classics. Iʼm betting
thatʼs how you feel about yours. After all...
...Iʼm like most of you.
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Ken and Sue Taylor ’55 Chevy continued from page 2
and would never have a drivable ‘55 Chevy.
When those two years was up we took the car to Larry’s new shop anticipating a completed car soon. That
didn’t happen—too many things happened to slow the progress down. Larry was in Yantis and now Monte
was in Waxahachie and working in Dallas. More time went by with many trips from home to Yantis to check
on progress and to take parts. Progress was slow!! Finally, the sanding and prep work was finished and paint
went on—paint I thought was going to be white over red which somewhere along the way became black over
red. What a surprise when I went by to take pictures on my way home from a meeting in Longview and
found it to be painted black. Needless to say, I was pretty upset after being drug everywhere for me to pick
out colors. Really, Ken knew he wanted black and red and just let me think white and red... I obviously, had
misunderstood. It is now 2008 so getting to this point has only taken three years.
Progress continued to be slow getting it put back together. Waiting for it seemed to take forever. Ken had a
goal of driving the car to his 50th class reunion in June, 2010. I wasn’t sure we would ever get there.
September 2009 was the target date to bring the car home—oops, more trials. But, finally the chrome went on
and Ken loaded it on the trailer and brought it home without a windshield or upholstery. Ken took it to a glass
shop in Gainesville for the windshield to be installed. Then it went to the upholstery shop in Sherman. We
were a little disappointed in the paint because in the sunlight it had “orange peel” and runs, which meant it
was going back for buffing and final touches.
It was about this time that we started working on getting a title and registration. All we had was a “bill of
sale”. Needless to say, that didn’t go well either. The tax assessor had told Ken there wouldn’t be a problem
with the title but the inspector couldn’t find a number on the frame, etc. etc. etc. The inspector said if he
didn’t find one, he would have to have the car taken apart—still don’t know if he was joking or not but after
several trips out to our place, he finally found a number on the frame and assigned it a VIN number. Finally,
we got a title.
Due to time and distance to Yantis, Ken decided to take the car to Evan Ritter’s shop just south of Trenton on
Highway 121. Evan and Corey took it back down to the primer and painted it again. Ready to bring it home
again—with great confidence on a Friday evening we went over to bring it home without hauling it on the
trailer. Oops!! Mistake! With Ken finally driving it for the first time on the road, we got about halfway home
and it flooded out, when he turned a corner. There it sat without cranking again. Ken knew that I couldn’t
hook up the trailer, so I stayed with the car and he drove the pick-up home to get the trailer. Here we were…
back to moving it around on the trailer.
My doubts that he’d drive it to his 50th reunion were greater than ever. When we got home with it, I called
our once-mechanic friend, T Moore, to come out and help Ken figure out what was wrong. T found the
problem with the carburetor and also found an oil leak. So, it was a blessing that it had died turning that
corner in Leonard, because T said all of the oil would have blown out on the rest of the trip home. Therefore,
Ken took the car to its first car show in Bonham in May, 2010 on the trailer. It got lots of attention but didn’t
win anything. Reunion time is fast approaching in early June. Ken had a mechanic, who is also a classic car
enthusiast, who figured out the oil leak and repaired it, so that Ken made it to that 50 th reunion pulling up in
his ‘55 Chevy hardtop. It still wasn’t running well, so back to the mechanic to have a different cam put in it.
Finally, the car was running and would idle. But that wasn’t the end of it. Then a gas leak was discovered and
then, and then and then---it seemed that all of the little things would never get worked out. But they did.
continued on page 5
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Ken and Sue Taylor ’55 Chevy continued

October
Ken entered the car in the Wolfe City car show and
won a first place trophy in his class. It got a lot of
thumbs up whenever we would drive it into town
on Tuesday evenings and meet up with other car
enthusiasts at the Sonic Drive In. We actually
thought nothing else could go wrong and we were
home free—not so. We went on our first real road
trip to Frosty’s in Denton with the DACC, and on
the way home the odometer should have rolled over
to 1000 miles but it didn’t – it broke!! The next
road trip was to the Anna Malt Shop with several
other car club members, and you guessed it,
something happened. The road had been graveled
earlier because of ice and snow and a pick up threw
rocks all over the front of the car—broke the right
headlight, chipped the windshield, and left several
paint chips. What else could happen??
The speedometer had to be removed and shipped
off to be repaired. Wouldn’t you know, it took
about two weeks to get there by UPS due to a
snowstorm in Tennessee and the Carolinas. In the
meantime, another leak was discovered, plus the
group of shade tree mechanics and the real
mechanic figured out the driveshaft was too long.
Back on the trailer for a trip to a shop in McKinney
to get the driveshaft shortened. Ken really wanted it
to be ready for a trip to the DACC/Reliable TriFive Chevy Show on March 12, 2011 but again it
went on the trailer. He did not want to drive it with
no speedometer and had not driven it much locally
with the driveshaft corrected. But he made it to that
show after several years. After all these little things
were corrected, he finally was able to drive it to the
Lone Star Classic Chevy Convention in Irving in
May 2011. Of course, we were a little gun shy and I
followed him in the Suburban, praying all the way
that nothing happened. Lo and behold, finally a trip
without a problem
.
Now it goes to car shows in the modified class.
Some of the modifications we’re using include an
engine and transmission from a GMC pickup that
had been totaled in an accident. We used bucket
seats from another wrecked car and custom roman
pleated interior in black and red. Of course, the

DACC Cruzing For Calories
The Bel Air Café Cruise to Greenville
Saturday October 5th
Marvin Cowden has put together a neat cruise
for members that will take place on Saturday Oct
5th, meet at 9:30AM at the Northern Tool
parking lot (Interstate 30 at Broadway Blvd) for a
slow cruise on back roads for lunch at the Bel Air
Café in Greenville. Enjoy the drive and fill up in
Greenville with Ethanol Free gasoline, and
expect to be back in the DFW area by around
3PM. Questions? Give Marvin a call at 972 2625632!
black and red paint scheme was far from original.
Various pieces had to be replaced due to rust, such
as a new floor plate and both full quarter panels.
As I write this, I don’t know a lot about the bits
and pieces of the restoration, just the bumps that
we had in getting it completed.
Needless to say, the restoration of this ‘55 Chevy
had many trials and required a lot of patience and
a lot of help from many friends and other people. I
am thinking that restoration of old cars was an
experience that I could live without. However, the
trials and delays experienced on the ‘55 didn’t
stop Ken from finding a ‘63 Super Sport and
taking it over to 121 Restoration for a makeover.
That one was a little easier and now we enjoy both
cars and the looks and thumbs up we get
whenever we drive either one of them anywhere.
Thanks to Larry and Monte for the body work,
primer, and getting the car to the point of actually
running. Thanks to Cory and Evan Ritter at
Highway 121 Restoration for the final body work
and paint job. Thanks to Ronnie at Custom Trim
Upholstery in Sherman for such a good job on the
upholstery. And a huge thank you to Calvin
Stanley for endless time spent helping to work out
the bugs. And, Ken thanks me, his wonderful
wife, that he is still alive after all of this!

PO Box 814642
Dallas, TX 75381

Name
Address
City, State Zip

1st Class Mail

RELIABLE
CHEVROLET
800 N Central Expressway
(Arapaho and Central)
Richardson 75080

866 376 9195
CONTACT GENERAL SALES MANAGER
JEFF POWER FOR YOUR ‘DACC DEAL
ON A NEW OR USED CHEVROLET!

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE DALLAS AREA CLASSIC CHEVYS
CONTACT

HERITAGE INSURANCE
FOR YOUR DIRECT LINE TO THE BEST COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE
COVERAGE FOR YOUR TRI FIVE CHEVY!
Toll Free at 866-923-1177 or on the web at www.HeritageInsTyler.com
WE WERE CLUB MEMBERS BEFORE WE BECAME SPONSORS!
WE REPRESENT ALL OF THE MAJOR COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE FIRMS
WE PROMISE TO GET YOU THE BEST RATE FROM THE BEST COMPANIES!
PROUD SPONSOR OF THE DALLAS AREA CLASSIC CHEVYS!

