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The ’55-’57 Chevys will hit up the Hot Texas Nights Car Show held at
the Birdville Stadium parking lot located at Mid-Cities & Precinct Line
Rd, N. Richland Hills beginning at 7PM, and for DACC members the
popular 'Dinner Before The Show' at 5:30 PM at Johnny Carino's
Italian Restaurant, 2175 Precinct Line Road, Hurst, TX 76054, (817)
503-8917-Just 1/2 mile south of the car show.
Need more info? Contact Diane Preston at 405-615-3856

Appointed Positions
WRENCHES Rep – Don Andre
817 481-3468

WRENCHES Rep – Bill Preston
972 691-4968

Tech Advisor - Larry Rollow
972 960-1408

Membership Chairman
Joe Ortega
972 642-5171

Ladies Group Chairwoman
Vickie Penney
214 629 2043

Membership Information
Dues are $25 per year,
payable to
Dallas Area Classic Chevys,
mail to the club PO Box.
To determine your renewal date,
check your mailing label, the top
right corner is the month/yr your
membership expires.

IN SEPTEMBER THE
DACC HITS THE BIG
SCREEN AT THE

COYOTE DRIVE IN!

With the Ft Worth skyline as a backdrop,
this new attraction will have lots of ’55’57 Chevys in the lot on Saturday
evening September 14th! Make plans to
join us and if you have questions,
contact Greg Hedum 972 539-9886
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My first car was a ‘48 Ford Coupe while in high
school. After graduating in 1957, I enrolled at North
Texas State College. Shortly after that I bought a
‘58 Chevy Impala with a 348, 3-2’s, and a 4 speed. I
began to hang out at a body shop owned by Back
Brown of Denton. He had a ‘55 Chevy he built for
drag racing. I began to do work on this car as well
as go to the races with him, and the best part was
that he gave me the chance to drive for him! After
the ‘55, he built a Willys Pickup with a 426. Later he
put the 426 in in a ‘41 Willys Coupe. The ‘55 set an
E.T. B/Gas record at Eagle Mountain Strip in 1960.
The ‘41 Coupe lost in the finals in B/Gas at the
AHRA Nationals at Green Valley Raceway.
I later sold my ‘58 and started to build a ‘40 Chevy
Coupe. I put a 409 with 2-4’s and 4 speed in the ’40
Chevy and it was a blast to drive. I shortly married
and as it goes, I had to sell it to start a family. I have
followed it through 4 owners and have lost it in
Louisiana somewhere. I would like to have it back,
so if you know of a ’40 Chevy in Louisiana, look me
up!
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In 1979 I re-married and my wife knew my love for
old cars and suggested I get one. At that time I
owned a company that manufactured women’s
sportswear. It was located in Dallas and there on
Northwest Highway was a Texaco station. I would
stop and buy lottery tickets pretty reguraly and one
day there was a Turquoise and White 1955 Bel Air
Hardtop sitting behind the station. I left my card in
hopes he would sell it and soon the owner called and
said he would sell it. When my wife and I went to
pick it up the owner waited to tell me about the car.
He and his wife went on their honeymoon in a car
just like this one and about 15 years ago they
decided to reminiscence. They bought the car and
had it restored. He said after 40 years of marriage
they divorced and it didn’t mean anything to him
anymore.
I bought the car in 1995 and drove it until 2000. I
began a complete redo about that time. I did all the
disassemble and assembly work myself and I had

Jim Gary’s story continued on Page 5
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RIDE ALONG WITH JAMES CARSON IN HIS ’57 BEL AIR HARDTOP ON THE

2013 HOT ROD POWER TOUR!
This past June the annual ‘Power Tour’ began it’s week long tour from Arlington and ended in
Charlotte, NC. The ’57 Bel Air that James has owned since 1957 is a regular at the local drag
racing events that DACC participates in but this week he took his ’57 on a different adventure.
Below is his recap of an eventful week on the 2013 version of the Hot Rod Power Tour!

On June 2, 2013, I started on the Hot Rod Power Tour
for my first time. I invited Larry Sanders of Larry’s
Speed & Custom to go as he is a good friend and has
done all the upgrades on my 1957 Bel Air 2 Door
Hardtop which I have owned and loved for more than
fifty six years. The upgrades are extensive and include
a LS3 motor delivering 438 RWHP, 4L60 E trans from
Phoenix Transmission, with 4,300 Stall Convertor,
Chevy 12 bolt with Moser 3.73 gears, Posi Track and
31 spline axles, rack & pinion steering, 3/4” Sway bar
in front, tilt steering, 2 trans oil coolers, 12 gallon fuel
cell, Electromotive A-1000 electric fuel pump system,
Calvert traction bars, mono leaf rear springs with
sliders and 295 Mickey Thompson e.t. radial rear tires.
Upon leaving Arlington, TX on Sunday morning at 8:30
AM, we ran into a gamut of people from small children
to senior spectators sitting in lawn chairs, curbs, backoff pickups many standing and waving, taking pictures
and encouraging us to burn rubber (and if you could
not, at least accelerate wide open).
This happened all the way to Concord, North Carolina
with literally thousands of people enjoying seeing all
the cars on the tour. As a side note, if you eliminated
all the new/late model Camaros, Mustangs, Corvettes,
Dodge Chargers, etc, you would narrow the Tour by
over half.
Upon leaving Texarkana, a 2010 black Corvette pulled
up beside us doing about 50 MPH waving. In the
passenger seat was Duane Liske a neighbor of mine
who has told me he was going on the Tour with his
cousin Bill driving a “hot” corvette. Upon waving back
Bill tapped his throttle and I took the challenge and

floored my car and pulled 3 car lengths up to 95 to
100 MPH at which time we were rapidly catching
the Tour convoy. Later in Memphis, Duane and Bill
found us at the Show & Shine segment of the Tour
and wanted to know what was under my hood. I
told him a LS3 with a cam & heads and 438 HP
then I asked what his
Tuesday morning we were leaving Cabot, AR and
upon turning the corner on our way out, there
much have been 60 to 70 people beside the road
waving, taking pictures and hollering to get on it,
and I am always looking for a reason “to get on it”,
so upon flooring it we down shifted to 1st, 2nd and a
big klunk and then silence. We coasted into a
school parking lot that had 3 cars in it. Larry went
inside to get help. The teachers were cleaning out
their desks for the summer and upon hearing
about our breakdown one teacher called the town
wrecker (small town where everyone knows
everyone) who was watching the Tour and could
see our car. He loaded the ‘57 and told us of our

Continued on Page 5
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transmission problem. He called Larry Phillips and son
Clay who owned a Waste Management Business and
were Triple Nickel fans and owners. Without hesitation,
Larry Phillips said they would gladly let us use a stall, lift,
tools and an assistant to get us up and back on the Tour.
It turned out they had a 2008 GTO LS 465E transmission
donor for parts. Larry Sanders gave a transmission clinic
on removal, rebuild and replace in 6 ½ hours. I asked
Clay if he would accept a credit card and was presented
with a bill of $286. I had guessed it would be around
$600. I told Clay that $286 was not enough and he reply
was that he was embarrassed to charge that much to a
man over 75 years old that had a car as nice as mine, still
raced it regularly, took it on the Hot Rod Tour and
inspired him and his dad to finish their cars, drive them
and go on the Tour next year. I told Clay that they made
me and Larry Sanders feel like family or at least the
Mayor of Cabot, AR. Upon leaving I asked Larry if I had
to take it easy on the transmission, his reply was to
“hammer it”. With 10 to 12 people coming to the
cyclone fence, taking pictures, we smoked thru 1st and
2nd gear much to the delight of the owners, employees
and friends!
We missed the drags at Memphis and talked to David
Frieburger (Hot Rod Editor) and showed him the broken
shaft and he said he would see us at the Z-Max Dragway
in Charlotte on Friday.
Thursday we met Jesse & Lee, father and son from South
Carolina who had a new ‘57 Bel Air 2 door hardtop, black
with black/silver interior, 383 Stroker motor, Muncie 4
speed, 8” wide rally wheels & tires – a gorgeous car.
Jesse was a retired paint & body man and had purchased
the ‘57 over 3 years ago and as it seems to happen many
times, the further he got into the car the worse it got. He
ended up with a frame, suspension and a floor pan. He
has receipts for over $60,000 in new parts and labor for 3
years resulting in a ‘new’ 1957 Chevy.
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Heading to Charlotte we encountered heavy rain and
wind which resulted in 3 to 5 inches of rain in 3 hours.
The heavy wind bent the passenger windshield wiper
so bad it had to be removed. I had been feeling a bind
in the steering wheel and Larry noticed a bolt in the
rack & pinion had backed out and needed replacing.
Again, we needed a lift to work on it. As we were out
in small towns a lift was not in sight till 60 miles down
the road at a combination General Store, Tire Shop,
Garage. The owner again offered the lift, tools and no
charge. What nice people.
We finally got to Z-Max Dragway, got a tech card, and
got in the staging lanes and hard rain eliminated the
drags. I gave up on meeting with the Editor and
picture opp. Up to this point the car had been getting
23 miles to the gallon.
Saturday at 6:30 AM we decided to skip the Long Haul
Gang Picture and drive straight home instead of
spending another night in a hotel.
We left Concord, NC at 6:30 AM and arrived at Larry’s
shop at 11:00 PM, gaining an hour due to the time
change. We drove the interstate all the way at 90
MPH and still got close to 20 MPG.
In retrospect, Larry and I grew a closer friendship,
loved the Show & Shine segment, met some
wonderful people, had a great experiences and glad
we went. Of all the cars I saw on the Tour not once
would I have traded cars.
I love my ‘57 Chevy!

Classic Heartbeat
Jim Gary’s story continued from Page 2
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
957
Brad & Jackie Seiler
2000 Geneva
Richardson, TX 750818
’57 Bel Air 4 dr
958
Lloyd & Pat Arnold
2713 Regal St
Denison, TX 75020
’55 Bel Air 2 dr Hardtop

my high school friend, Skip Wisdom of Wisdom
Body Shop in Mesquite do the paint work. I put a
350 small block in it along with 2-4’s, MSD, Tremec
5 speed and 9” Ford rear end. It took me 14 months
to reassemble. Since then I have put over 35,000
miles on it!

959
Gina Cammarata
7226 Wake Forest Dr
Dallas, TX 75214
’57 Bel Air 2 dr Hardtop

I go to car shows almost every weekend from April
to October. In 2004 - 2006 I competed in ISCA
show circuit. In ‘06 the car won the International
Championship for ‘55 to ‘59 Conservative Hardtop
class with wins in Shreveport, Dallas, Abilene,
Wichita Falls, Omaha and a runner up in Waco. In
2005 it won ‘Best Car’ at the Reno Hilton at Hot
August Nights. Also at the 2006 Dallas Lone Star
Classic Chevy Convention it scored 969 points in the
’55 Custom Driven Class taking a Gold Award.

See more photos of Jim’s ’55 at
DallasClassicChevy.com

COLLECTOR CAR APPRECIATION DAY
Thanks to the SEMA Action Network, the
Collector Car hobby gets some national attention
with the US Senate back Appreciation Day each
July. In North Texas, DACC takes the lead role of
celebrating this special occasion with a CRUISE
IN at the legendary KELLER’S DRIVE IN and
this past July there was a great turnout of classics.
Be sure to check out the photos now posted up at
the club website at DallasClassicChevy.com!

PO Box 814642
Dallas, TX 75381

Name
Address
City, State Zip

1st Class Mail

RELIABLE
CHEVROLET
800 N Central Expressway
(Arapaho and Central)
Richardson 75080

866 376 9195
CONTACT GENERAL SALES MANAGER
JEFF POWER FOR YOUR ‘DACC DEAL
ON A NEW OR USED CHEVROLET!

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE DALLAS AREA CLASSIC CHEVYS
CONTACT

HERITAGE INSURANCE
FOR YOUR DIRECT LINE TO THE BEST COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE
COVERAGE FOR YOUR TRI FIVE CHEVY!
Toll Free at 866-923-1177 or on the web at www.HeritageInsTyler.com
WE WERE CLUB MEMBERS BEFORE WE BECAME SPONSORS!
WE REPRESENT ALL OF THE MAJOR COLLECTOR CAR INSURANCE FIRMS
WE PROMISE TO GET YOU THE BEST RATE FROM THE BEST COMPANIES!
PROUD SPONSOR OF THE DALLAS AREA CLASSIC CHEVYS!

