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We will meet at the Park-N-Ride parking lot (map in this week’s club email) at Interstate
20 and Park Springs Road (south side) in Arlington located just west of the Parks Mall at
2:30. The Brazos Valley Corvette Car Show will be finishing up in Granbury and all the
shops will be open so that will be our first stop after cruising down Hwy 377. Then we
will have dinner at the famous Babe’s Chicken Dinner House in Granbury. After dinner
we will head over to the Brazos Drive In. Built in 1952, this is the authentic drive in like
you would find in the 50’s. Don’t miss this chance to enjoy a cool Texas evening under
the stars with your Tri Five Chevy! At press time we don’t know what the movie will be
but who cares? We will be doing one of the coolest things you can do in a Tri Five Chevy
– GOING TO THE DRIVE IN! This week’s club email will have the movie listed just as a
FYI. Also – we have a discounted price of $15 per car load for the movie! Need more
info? Call Greg Hedum at 972-989-4812. See you this Saturday! Note – If rain is a
threat, as always, watch the club website for any last minute news!

FALL FOLIAGE TOUR 2010
BRANSON, MISSOURI
Hosted by the Springfield Classic Chevy Club

OCTOBER 22-24
HURRY! Cut off for room reservations is Oct 7, all rooms $64.95
Group Name: Classic Chevy Fall Foliage
DACC will have a caravan to Branson

QUESTIONS? Contact DACC’s Bill or Diane Preston at 972 691-4968
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As a young kid that was born in the late 40’s I remember the
days when I would have never thought one day I would have a
‘57 Chevy as a hobby type vehicle.
I lived in Port Arthur, Texas. Daddy would say Jefferson
County, the armpit of Texas because we had many rotten
smelling oil & chemical refineries in the area. When I was in the
sixth grade I was spending summer vacations in Comfort,
Texas. An aunt & uncle had a lodge there and I worked moving
rocks, mowing, bailing square bales of hay and helped clean
cabins. I’ll never forget there was a guy that hung out there; we
had a good swimming hole at the river that ran across the
property. He had a 1954 Plymouth, four door sedan. That car
had chrome dummy spotlights, dual antennas, flipper hub caps
and all kinds of shinny trim that he polished all the time. I think
he had put dual mirrors on it one day and came out and I said
something about them. It was then that he told me whenever I
got a car to be sure to put all the stainless & chrome on it I
could, that would make it run faster!
Mother and Daddy went through the depression. Daddy worked
at the refinery which was owned by Gulf Oil and the Texaco
Company and mother worked at the courthouse as a county
clerk. Saving money at the bank and credit union was a major
deal for them to do with each paycheck. Daddy bought
Plymouth’s back then. I remember a 1954 Plymouth, then a
couple years later he had a 1957 Plymouth Fury, push button
transmission and it was red & white. It sure would run! After
having the ‘57 Fury a couple years he traded for a 1959
Rambler four door, then another couple of years we stepped up
to a Rambler station wagon. Daddy didn’t do mechanical work
on the cars but he had wax, window wax, tire cleaner, interior
cleaner (he believed in keeping a car clean). I take that back he
did work on cars but they were model cars. He must have had
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thirty or forty model cars that he had put together and painted. He
was so good with that small brush he could paint the bolts on the
wheels and the door handles on the inside of the car. Model A’s
and T’s, even the horse drawn fire fighting wagons. He loved to
work on his cars.
I remember being fifteen or sixteen years old and becoming so
much smarter than my parents. I knew Daddy did not know what
he was talking about when he said I would need a higher
education so I wouldn’t end up working shift work in a refinery like
he had to do. I needed out of his house so I could work and hurry
up and get married and start a family, I had a plan. Gas stations
and dredge boats were the only jobs I could get and with an early
marriage then the next thing on the way was the first child. It was
the Vietnam era, so about 1965 I went into the Army so that I
would have some benefits and Uncle Sam could help pay for the
first child. Vehicle ownership was a fifty dollar 1949 Ford. Once
out of the Army I was working at the shipyard and was the proud
owner of a fifty dollar 1955 Chevrolet truck. At this time I was
buying a house, three bedrooms (another child on the way) with a
seventy-five dollar a month note and that included an escrow
account that paid the taxes and insurance.
I had a neighbor that had a garage behind his house and he was
always working on cars. I started going down there when I was
off work to hang out and help work on cars. We were going to the
other side of town (as it was called back then) and finding ‘55–‘57
Chevys and buying them for $75.00. We didn’t have a trailer back
then so we used a chain to get them back home. Once in the
garage or driveway we went to work doing a tune-up, working on
the carburetor, starter, whatever it took so they would be running.
Next step was to get out our five gallon bucket of paint and put a
bright shinny coat of enamel on the Chevy. Next step we became

Continued on Page 4
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FALL CLASSIC CHEVY SHOW IN RICHARDSON

H I GH L I GH T S
A great turnout of 50 Tri Five Chevys filled the parking lot at Reliable Chevrolet for the DACC
hosted Fall Classic Chevy Show in September for Tri Five Chevys. A slight rain chance and
warm temperatures greeted all the showed up for the show. Beginning at 10AM, the lot was half
full by then and ’55-’57 Chevys continued to arrive. As is the tradition, there were no fees to
enter and no judging, just a parking lot full of the area’s finest Tri Five Chevys for a relaxed
display for all to enjoy. Special thanks to Alan Strong, Bill & Diane Preston, Billie Walker, Larry
& Dianne Epperson, Greg and Nick Hedum, Marlene Irey and especially Dan ‘The Man’ Bunch
for spinning the tunes for all to enjoy! Of course, our thanks also to Reliable Chevrolet for
providing a place to do this show, providing the food and for generally putting up with us! If you
have not browsed the all the photos from the show on the club website, be sure to hit up
www.DallasClassicChevy.com and check them out!
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Larry Rogers Feature Car Continued from Page 2
car salesman, ‘55-‘57 Chevys - $295.00 CASH! Being the big
businessmen like we were we stepped up to the plate and spent
about $200.00 and bought a ‘55 Nomad, I don’t remember how
much it brought but I think it was $600.00.
I left Port Arthur and started working in construction, as a union
carpenter in Baton Rouge, LA working on IH-10 where I bought a
brand new Chevy II. Then I went back to Texas and bought a
brand new VW, four on the floor, black rubber mats, no a/c,
$1995.00. I had a family - wife, 1 boy, 3 girls, each one about a
year apart. They were all at the house in Port Arthur and I was
working in Channelview, TX and only went home on the
weekends. Now it’s the mid 70’s and I have a 1968 Chevy
Caprice. Then the wife and I divorce, I get the children and we
are set up in Baytown, Texas. I work shift work and with that baby
sitters don’t stay long with a shift work schedule, I’m sure it wasn’t
the children’s fault (they are little Angles).
I meet my wife Melody and she becomes the babysitter for the
children (and father!). The Chevy isn’t doing very good so Melody
and I go to one of those ‘tote the note’ car lots and get us a Dodge
for somewhere around one thousand dollars, we are on a roll now!
Now I’m working for Brown & Root in Deer Park, Texas at Shell
Oil. We are working four ten hour days at over 100 feet up in the
air building boilers. I told Melody there had to be a better way to
making a living after I spent that last winter over one hundred feet
in the air all winter. So I took a construction job and we move to
South Carolina. When we get there, Melody & I get married. I
then get a job with World Finance as a loan officer. Our son Harld
Rogers II is born but on the night of December 25th he dies of
SIDS, (Sudden Infant Syndrome). I went to work as a Police
Officer stayed in Mullins, SC and after awhile Melody wanted out
of that area because of our son. World Finance wanted to expand
their operations in Texas so we got back together and they offered
all kinds of things if I would transfer to Texas and take over an
office. (I would have paid them!).
We get to Tyler, Texas in 1982 and I manage the office for awhile
and then the office moves up to one of the best offices in Texas
for World Finance. We had bought a house on Front Street in
Tyler and I bought a ‘56 Chevy to fix up. I found out I didn’t really
want a project that big, so I put it out front ‘for sale’. The ’56 had
been for sale about a month with no luck so one day while we
were doing yard work I went over to the car with a marker with
Melody hollering at me across the yard ‘don’t drop the price’ - I
raised the price up two hundred dollars. That Sunday night a
fisherman from Houston that had been out on Lake Palestine
knocked on the door, we talked and he paid me and that project
was gone.
We started going to some local car shows and rod runs and after
one of those outings Melody asked if I wanted a car, I said YES.
So she said let’s get a car under one condition, that we drive the
car that we get. We started buying Chevy trucks for our
transportation and then Suburban’s and Tahoe’s. We are Chevy
folks! We bought a ‘48 Chevy Fleetmaster, then a ‘47 Chevy,
then a ‘31 Chevy over a period of time. The ‘48 we traded it off,
the ‘31 was sold, and the ‘47 we put a 350/290 HP crate motor,
350 Trans, Mustang front end, console, bucket seats – the works.
We had the ‘47 Chevy about 10 years and put a bunch of miles on
it. But I became burned out on the ‘47 and I wanted it gone.

I had been looking about a month at a ‘57 Chevy. I hit the
person up for a trade and we made a deal - I brought my new
‘57 home! The ‘57 was three on the tree, 283 and no a/c
when we got it. I thought back to those 57’s for $75.00 in the
60’s & 70’s and they didn’t have a/c or auto transmissions so
I could drive this one just fine. I had only driven it around the
local area and it wasn’t bad and I found it to be a comfortable
car. I take off for a car show in Kemah down near Galveston.
Let me tell you, on the way back I am sitting in the front seat
driving and the sweat is coming off me in buckets! I said
when I got back there would be air on that car!
Well, we put the Vintage Air Gen IV Servo unit in the ‘57.
Now the 283 just doesn’t have the get-up after putting the air
in and Melody is saying go ahead and put an automatic
transmission in there. Well, one thing led to another, if I
change the trans to the Phoenix, then I need to change the
column, if I’m changing that then I might as well put that
350/330 HP GM crate motor, then if I’m doing that I need the
best Walker radiator and with that I need 100 amp alternator,
and with that the ‘57 needs the Classic gauges, with all that I
need to upsize my battery cables and put one of those good
batteries in there, with all this I might as well put LED tail
lights & third brake lights in. There will be more additions
because I don’t think you ever finish with one of these cars!
Daddy didn’t think much about that refinery shift work job,
Daddy has been gone for awhile now and mother is over
ninety years old and she is still using those benefits Daddy
built up and still has money in the bank from Daddy putting in
over twenty years at the plant. The closest he ever came to
having a classic car was doing his models. When I am going
down the road in my ’57 sometimes I just wish he would have
lived a little longer in my life so I could have driven him
around, I can just see him going down the road in the ’57 with
a big grin!

MORE PHOTOS AT
www.DallasClassicChevy.com
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
871
Charles & Dianne Haley
3090 Pecan Grove Lane
Prosper, TX 75078
’57 Bel Air
872
Curtis & Patti Shore
3317 Northwood Drive
Highland Village, TX 75077
Looking for a Tri Five
873
Greg & Ginger Compton
1316 W Main St
Waxahachie, TX 75165
’57 Bel Air
Brad & Cathy Ebeling
5767 Glenwillow Court
Ft Worth, TX 76132
’56 Nomad
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NOVEMBER DACC MEETING
Sheraton Grand DFW Hotel
Saturday November 6th
6PM to 8PM
Our annual DACC Meeting will take place at
the home of Lone Star ‘29’ that DACC is
hosting over the Memorial Day Weekend in
2011. Join us for a WONDERFUL buffet
dinner that is specially priced at just $10 per
person at the Ashley’s Restaurant inside the
hotel. After dinner we will move to a nearby
meeting room and conduct our Annual
Meeting. As we do each year, we will elect
DACC Board members that are up for election
that includes the positions of Treasurer, VP,
and two board members. Interested in
holding a position? If so contact club
Secretary Larry Epperson at 214 349-8439 to
be placed on a ballot. Then we will have a
lively discussion about our plans for Lone
Star ‘29’ and preview some of the events and
we will begin to fill in some of the areas
where club members can assist to make this
the finest Tri Five Chevy
event
EVER!
The
DACC
TECH
MEETING
Sheraton Grand is located
the west
side of
ATon
WILSON
AUTO!
th
the intersection of HwySaturday
114 and
Ester’s
June 13 atRoad
11:30
in Irving, on the east side of DFW Airport.
YOUR
PLAN TO JOIN US FOR BRING
WHAT SHOULD
BE A
GREAT ANNUAL CLUB
MEETING!
QUESTIONS!

THIS MONTH

LUNCH PROVIDED!

PO Box 814642
Dallas, TX 75381

Name
Address
City, State Zip

1st Class Mail

RELIABLE
CHEVROLET
800 N Central Expressway
(Arapaho and Central)
Richardson 75080

866 376 9195

www.ReliableChevrolet.com

